          Ethics in Government Group

George J. Anderson, Executive Director

Email:  manderson358@comcast.net
211 Saddle Mountain Road

Rome, Georgia 30161

Cell Phone:  706-290-4499




Land/Fax: 706-232-3753

Attention: Rick Thompson







State Ethics Commission

200 Piedmont Avenue

Suite 1416-West Tower

Atlanta Georgia 30334

May 11, 2009
RE:  COMPLAINT: 


Candidate for Governor/State Insurance Commissioner, John Oxendine
Dear Mr. Thompson,
Please have your staff review the following Complaint.

The following are tied by legal connections to one & same Common Source & have contributed in total over the allowed contribution limit:

1. Cash-N-Check PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
2. Peachtree PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
3. Courtside Suite 10 PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008, et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
4. PPAC/AKA Phillips PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
5. First Highland/AKA FHA dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
6. South Perry PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
7. Georgia Dome PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
8. Turner PAC/AKA T PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
9. Lift PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
10. Watkins Group PAC dated 09/25/2008, 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
11. Nationwide PAC dated 12/31/2008 et al on each CCDR of December 31, 2008
12. Gallups> dated 04/30/2008 on each CCDR of June 30, 2008
13. James Oxendine Sr.> dated 06/30/2008 on each CCDR of June 30, 2008
14. Richard Parillo> dated 12/01/2008 et al on CCDR of December 31, 2008

Note: Atlanta Journal-Constitution story dated May 10, 2009 shown below:

Ten Alabama political action committees gave to Oxendine in 2008. All of the PACs listed Donald V. Watkins Jr. as chairman.
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Sunday, May 10, 2009

Cash-N-Checks PAC
2008 opening balance: 0

Total 2008 contributions

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: 0

Courtside Suite 10 PAC
2008 opening balance: $350

Total 2008 contributions

$2,000 State Mutual

$14,000 Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: $300 to Donald Watkins

First Highland Avenue PAC
2008 opening balance: $353.04

Total 2008 contributions

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: $300 to Donald Watkins

Georgia Dome PAC
2008 opening balance: $354.61

Total 2008 contributions

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: $300 to Donald Watkins

LIFT PAC
2008 opening balance: $712.71

Total 2008 contributions

$3,000 from BizPac

$4,000 from Peachtree PAC (Another Watkins PAC)

$3,000 from Philips PAC (Another Wakins PAC)

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: $20,000 to William Bell Campaign (Birmingham City race), $600 to Donald Watkins

Peachtree PAC 
2008 opening balance: $156.12

Total 2008 contributions:

$8,000 from BizPac

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: $8,000 to LIFT PAC (Another Watkins PAC)

Philips PAC 
2008 opening balance: $119.12

Total 2008 contributions

$6,000 from BizPac

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life.

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: $6,000 to LIFT PAC

$3,000 (Another Watkins PAC)

South Perry PAC
2008 opening balance: $5.79

Total 2008 contributions

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: 0

Turner PAC
2008 opening balance: $301.12

Total 2008 contributions

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: 0

The Watkins Group
2008 opening balance: $62.38

Total 2008 contributions

$2,000 from State Mutual

$14,000 from Admiral Life

2008 Payments to Oxendine campaign: $12,000

2008 Payments to others: 0

Sources: The Georgia Ethics Commission, Alabama Secretary of State’s Office.

THE STORY:
Money to Oxendine campaign questioned
http://www.ajc.com/news/content/metro/stories//2009/05/10/oxendine_campaign_funding_governor.html
Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 21-5-2:

“The General Assembly finds that it is for the public to determine whether significant private interests of public officers have influence the state’s public officers to the detriment of their public duties and responsibilities and, in order to make that determination and hold the public officers accountable, the public must have reasonable access to the disclosure of the significant private interests of the public officers of this state”.
O.C.G.A. 21-4-41 (a) has been violated by PAC’s & individuals listed above.

Donald V. Watkins & Delos Yancey are connected legally & at the hip. In fact, it is a known fact, for over a decade, Dee Yancey has wined & dined the Insurance Commissioner with seats at the Braves State Mutual Stadium in Rome, Georgia, as well as, trips to Florida & each year as guest of Yancey to the Atlanta Steeplechase outside of Rome, Georgia

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. 21-5-7, I request an investigation & hearing be instigated to discover the severity of the Ethics in Government Act violations.

I have pointed out violations of the Ethics in Government Act. Please request the candidate make the necessary corrections to the omissions on the CCDR’s. The candidate will need to admit illegal acceptance of said PAC contributions and be fined.
Thank you,

George Anderson


Penalties: False Swearing


A person to whom a lawful oath or affirmation has been administered or who executes a document knowing that it purports to be an acknowledgement of a lawful oath commits false swearing when, in any matter or thing other than a judicial proceeding, he knowingly and willfully makes a false statement. A person convicted of false swearing shall be punished by a fine of not more than $1000 or by imprisonment for not less than one or more than five years, or both.
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